-Mr Eckersley – enjoy your early retirement!
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Lorne and I served on the Creston and District Community Complex (CDCC) “Design Team” for
the new indoor Aquatic Center in 2007 and 2008. We were a team of 6 appointed by the
RDCK Directors of the day. The other team members included Candace Foy, Karen Douville,
Alex Nilsson and Richard Allan. Our first meeting was July 2007 and we subsequently visited
several other facilities during the year being: Cranbrook, Kimberley, Nelson, Castlegar, Trail,
Spokane Valley and Coeur d’Alene. During our 24 plus meetings, our team worked with RDCK
staff, design experts and technical experts while building a strong relationship and
understanding of our task. On June 26, 2010 our volunteer efforts became reality with the
opening of the CDCC indoor Aquatic and Fitness Center (completed in February 2011). This
was a “crowning jewel” that I am very proud to have been a part of to this very day!
Upon being elected to the Creston and District Credit Union Board as a Director in 2008, I also
had the privilege of working with Lorne who acted as our Chair. I later relinquished this
position when I was elected Mayor for the Town of Creston.
As the publisher for the past 40 years of our local Creston Valley Advance, Lorne has
personally attended the most Town Council meetings of any one person in this community.
He has interviewed and reported on several past Mayors being: Lela Irvine, Don Leben and Joe
Snopek. Lorne has continued to cover my involvement over the past 10 plus years and in my
time alone he has attended over 300 Town Council and other related meetings.
Mayors of Creston:
1967-1969 Herb Dodd

1970-1971 Elidio Salvador

1972-1973 Charles Ostrensky

1974-1987 Elidio “Slam” Salvador

1988-1999 Lela Irvine

2002-2005 Don Leben

2005-2008 Joe Snopek

2009 to present

Ron Toyota

Note: prior to 1967, Chairmen were appointed by 5 Commissioners. My father “Tak
Toyota” served as a Commissioner for 6 years (1959 to 1964).
Lorne’s weekly “This is the Life” Opinion articles, totaled approximately 1,500 writings. The
article written on November 10th, 2014 will always be my most treasured and appreciated.
This article was written during the 2014 municipal election and if you don’t remember it or do

not have a copy, you are welcome to visit me in my office or send me an email and I will
forward to you!
Over the years Lorne and I have enjoyed monthly lunches, mostly at Jimmy’s Pub and although
we do not agree on all subjects or conversations, we do agree on one very important subject,
that is “our community” and the importance of seeing success, growth and sanity!
Lorne it has been a privilege working with you over the years. Enjoy your well-earned
retirement with Angela and your family. Many thanks for being a friend!

Ron Toyota
Don't hesitate to contact me by:

Visiting me at my office in Town Hall
Email me at ron.toyota@creston.ca
Call me at 250 428 2214 (extension 227)
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