Borrowing Referendum
ahead for Creston

Visit the Town of Creston/ASC
October 2 Open House!
Please join ASC members, Town Council, staff and technical
experts at the final information open house prior to the
referendum to learn more about the proposed Fire Hall
project and upcoming referendum. View displays, ask
questions and stay for one of two presentations by FireWise
Consulting Ltd’s Ernie Polsom.

On July 5, 2018, Town Council moved to hold a Referendum to borrow
a maximum amount of $4.5 million, with $2.95 million of the total
borrowing amount to be repaid by Town of Creston taxpayers. This
maximum borrowing amount is based in part on the Altus Canadian Cost
Guide’s recommended maximum $350 per square foot and a Fire Hall
footprint of approximately 14,000 square feet.

Location: Creston Room
Creston & District Community Complex
Date: October 2, 2018
Open house doors are open between 3:00 - 9:00 pm,
with presentations at 4:00 pm and 6:30 pm.

Today’s Fire Hall Project Question
Q: What is the
time frame to
build the new Fire
Hall?

A: If there is a “Yes” vote on Oct. 20, the next
step would be the formation of the Building
Advisory Select Committee to consider design,
construction options and tendering. The time
frame for completion for a new Fire Hall
would be approximately 24 months.
Watch for Today’s Fire Hall Project Question
each week in the Creston Advance, and on the
Town of Creston website and Facebook page!
Email your questions to info@creston.ca or
call us at (250) 428-2214.
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Steel, Wood, or...?
Many Creston residents have asked about the
construction materials for the new Fire Hall, specifically,
if it will be built of steel, wood, or of some other building
material, such as concrete.
It’s a great question, but it’s still too soon to answer
it at this point in the process. Why? If the Borrowing
Referendum question is approved, recommendations
regarding building materials will be made by a yet to
be formed Building Advisory Select Committee. The
approval of the October 20th Protective Services Loan
Authorization Bylaw will provide the upper-limit budget
for the Building Committee, who will also consider such
factors as evaluation of actual project outcomes and
costs elsewhere in BC.

Check it Out!

The ASC section on the Town of Creston’s website has
been redesigned for easier reading, plus it provides a
clarified guide to all the facts and figures around the
proposed Fire Hall.

Find out more at www.creston.ca!
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The Borrowing Referendum will be held in conjunction with the 2018
Municipal Election on October 20, 2018. This handout will provide you
with more information on the estimated cost of a new Fire Hall, the
Referendum process, and how to learn more about the proposed Fire
Hall project.		
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What would a new Fire Hall cost me?
Taxes for the Town of Creston are based
on the assessed value of each individual
property, so the answer is different for
everyone. The cost estimate for the
borrowing for the new Fire Hall would
be a maximum of $22.60 annually
per $100,000 of assessed residential
property value.

In addition to the Residential Cost
Calculator to the right, you can visit
creston.ca/2383 to use our online
calculators for both residential and
commercial properties to estimate
what your annual cost for the new Fire
Hall would be should the Referendum
for Borrowing be successful on Oct. 20.

Residential Cost Calculator
A: Y
 our Assessed
Property Value

$

,

(from your tax assessment, or online at bcassessment.ca)

= $

B: Divide by $100,000

.

(divide Your Assessed Property Value from Step A by $100,000)

C: Multiply by $22.60

=$

(multiply your result from
Step B by $22.60 to calculate
your maximum annual cost)

.

Your Maximum
Annual Cost*

If you require assistance in determining either your assessment
or your maximum estimated annual cost, please call 250-4282214 ext. 0 and our staff will be happy to help.

*This calculation assumes a successful referendum and
is based on a 30-year loan, an interest rate of 3.9%, and
borrowing $4.5 million. Grants received and any other cost

savings will reduce the actual amount borrowed. The tax
increase for the new Fire Hall would be dependent upon
actual debt payments.
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Creston votes! Your
guide to the election

Introducing the Referendum question
When Creston goes to the polls October 20th, the following question will
Referendum
appear
on the ballot. Question:

On October 20th, 2018, the Town of Creston will hold Municipal
Elections for Mayor (1) and Councillors (6). A referendum question
regarding borrowing of funds for the design and construction of a
new Fire Hall will also be on the ballot.

Town of Creston Protective Services Loan Authorization
Bylaw Question
The Council of the Town of Creston wishes to construct a
new Fire Hall in order to meet the current and future needs of
the Town and the surrounding areas, contractually serviced
by the Town’s Fire Department, and fulfill worker safety
requirements that the current fire hall cannot accommodate.

General Voting Day is
Saturday, October 20, 2018,
8:00 am - 8:00 pm
at Creston & District Community
Complex (Erickson Room)
Advance Voting Dates
•
•

Wednesday, October 3, 2018, 8:00 am - 8:00 pm, at Town
Hall (Council Chambers)
Wednesday, October 10, 2018, 8:00 am - 8:00 pm, at
Town Hall (Council Chambers)

Special Voting Opportunities
•

Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 9:30 am - 11:00 am, at
Crest View Care Village, 800 Cavell Street*
• Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm, at
Swan Valley Lodge, 818 Vancouver Street*
• Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm, at
Creston Valley Hospital, 312 15th Ave North*
*Only those qualified electors who are patients or staff at the
time of voting may vote at these special voting opportunities.
If you wish to:
• Request a mail ballot package,
• Find out about curbside voting, or
• See event dates for the Referendum and Election,
check out www.creston.ca or contact Town Hall at
(250) 428-2214.
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Elector Registration

If you are not on the list of electors, you may
register at the time of voting by completing
the required application form available at the
voting place. To register you must meet the
following qualifications:
• 18 years of age or older;
• Canadian citizen;
• resident of BC for at least 6 months
immediately preceding General Voting
Day;
• resident OR registered owner of real
property in the Town of Creston for at least
30 days immediately preceding voting day;
and,
• not otherwise disqualified by law from
voting.
Resident electors will also be required to
produce 2 pieces of identification (at least one
with a signature). Picture identification is not
necessary. The identification must prove both
residency and identity.

The total cost of the new Fire Hall is estimated at not more than
five million, five hundred thousand dollars ($5,500,000). The
Town of Creston will utilize one million dollars ($1,000,000)
of reserves to reduce the borrowing amount to not more than
four million, five hundred thousand dollars ($4,500,000). The
Regional District of Central Kootenay has agreed to repay one
million, five hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($1,550,000)
as its share of the total amount, with the Town responsible
for the remaining two million, nine hundred and fifty thousand
dollars ($2,950,000).
Town Council proposes to adopt “Protective Services Building
Loan Authorization Bylaw, 1872, 2018”, which will authorize
the Town of Creston to borrow four million, five hundred
thousand dollars ($4,500,000), repayable over a period of
not more than thirty (30) years, for the development and
construction of a new Fire Hall, for which the Town’s share
will represent an annual property tax levy of approximately
$22.60 per $100,000 of the assessed value of residential
property within the Town’s boundaries.
Are you in favour of the Town of Creston adopting
“Protective Services Building Loan Authorization Bylaw,
1872, 2018”?
O Yes
O No

Explains need for a new Fire Hall

$1 Million from Town Reserves

Town’s Share
RDCK Share
Total to Borrow

$2.95 Million
+ $1.55 Million
= $4.50 Million

Seeking voter permission
borrow for a new Fire Hall

to

Cost per $100K assessed value:
$22.60 per year

If Yes:

New
Community
Building
Advisory Committee to help with
design, selection of materials,
tendering, construction, etc.

If No:

No new Fire Hall. Current Fire Hall
has limited function & short-term
solutions remain for workplace
deficiencies. Consequences on
staffing & services unknown.

