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Executive Summary  

The Town of Creston (Town) has a population of 5,072 residents. It is located in the 

geographical center of the Kootenays in southeastern British Columbia. Creston falls within the 

Central Kootenay Regional District.  

"ÙÌÚÛÖÕɯÐÚɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÖÕɯ'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯșƗɯȹ3ÏÌɯ"ÙÖÞɀÚɯ

Nest Pass Highway) in the Creston Valley, 28 km 

south of Kootenay Lake and 11 km north of the 

US border. Forestry and agriculture became the 

economic mainstays of Creston in the early 1900s. 

The Town was incorporated in 1924. Between 

1940 and 1970 the Town experienced several 

major structural fires that burned important 

community buildings including the co -op store, 

high school and recreation centre. Today its main 

industries are agriculture, forestry, 

manufacturing, mining, and brewing. In addition, it is becoming an i ncreasingly popular tourist 

destination. 

This region of the province is susceptible to both lightning and human caused fires. 

Additionally, an ongoing Mountain Pine Beetle outbreak has the potential to significantly 

impact the forest fire hazard adjacent to the community over the next twenty years. Overall the 

community could be classified with a fire risk profile described by a moderate to high fire 

probability and high consequence based on the values at risk. 

B.A. Blackwell and Associates Ltd. were retained to develop a Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan in consultation with Town staff and in consideration of the July 2005 Strategic Plan by 

R.W. Gray Consulting. The Town and a supplementary grant from the Union of B.C. 

Municipalities funded the project.  

The key priorities for wildfire management planning in the Town were identified as:  

¶ Hazard and risk mapping of the Town to establish areas of the community that are at 

greatest risk to fire 

¶ Facilitation of communication and education to local residents, all levels of government, 

and the general public 

¶ Facilitation of a review and amendment of existing and proposed Development permits 

based on the hazard mapping assessment 

¶ Facilitation of revisions to building standards and bylaws  

¶ Identification of potential l ocations for strategic fuel breaks and forest stand level fuel 

reduction both within and outside the community  

 

A Wildfire Risk Management System (WRMS) was developed to identify key areas of risk 

within the community and to support the development of the plan. A synopsis of key findings 

and plan recommendations follows. A total of 32 recommendations were developed for 
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consideration by the Town. These focus on Communication and Education, Structure 

Protection, Emergency Response, Training and Post Fire Rehabilitation.  
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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 How to Use this Document  

This document is intended to provide guidance on how the Town of Creston should proceed to 

effectively reduce its risk of wildfire. Sections 1 through 5 provide information on the Town 

itself, the fire environment, the wildland urban interface and the community wildfire protection 

×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƚɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯÈÕɯÖÝÌÙÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÙÐÚÒɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

outcomes of the wildfire risk management analysis conducted as part of this project. Section 7 is 

the Action Plan and is intended to provide recomm endations that, if implemented, will reduce 

ÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÞÐÓËÍÐÙÌɯÙÐÚÒȭɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯƜɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯÌÈÊÏɯ

element of community wildfire protection planning and is intended to be used as a reference to 

provide further explanation of the issues and recommendations listed in the Action Plan. 

1.2 Documentation of Process Undertaken and Major Milestones  

In 2006, B.A. Blackwell and Associates Ltd. were retained to develop a Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan in consultation with Town staff and in consideration of the July 2005 Strategic 

Plan by R.W. Gray Consulting. The project was funded by the Town and a supplementary grant 

from the Union of B.C. Municipalities. The scope of this project included three distinct phases of 

work:  

¶ Phase I ɬAssessment of fire risk and development of a Wildfire Risk Management System to 

spatially quantify the probability and consequence of fire.  

¶ Phase II ɬ Identification of hazardous fuel types and estimation of spotting risk.  

¶ Phase III ɬ Development of the Plan, which outlines measures to mitigate the identified risk 

through structure protection, emergency response, training, post -fire rehabilitation, 

communication, and education.  

ȿ%ÐÙÌ2ÔÈÙÛɯɬ /ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÕÎɯ8ÖÜÙɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÍÙÖÔɯ6ÐÓËÍÐÙÌɀɯȹ/ÈÙÛÕÌÙÚɯÐÕɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ2004) was used 

to guide the protection planning process. Within the Town, the assessment considered 

important elements of community wildfire protection that included communication and 

education, structure protection, training, emergency response, and vegetation management. 

1.3 Background  

The social, economic and environmental losses associated with the 2003 fire season emphasized 

the need for greater consideration and due diligence in regard to fire risk in the wildland urban 

interface (WUI). In considering wildfire risk in the WUI, it is important to understand the 

specific risk profile of a given community, which can be defined by the probability and the 

associated consequence of fire within that community.  
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The results of this study will provide the Town with a framework that can be used  to review 

and assess areas of identified high fire risk. Additionally, the information contained in this 

report should help to guide the development of emergency plans, emergency response, 

communication and education programs, bylaw development in areas o f fire risk, and the 

management of forest lands adjacent to the community.  

2.0 Town of Creston  

2.1 Study Area  

Map 1 outlines the area encompassed by this plan and the boundary of the Town. The total 

study area includes all populated area with structure densities greater than zero structures/km 2 

within the vicinity of the Town (including Wynndel and West Creston). The study area falls 

within mapsheet numbers 082F.007, 082F.008, 082F.009, 082F.017, 082F.018, 082F.019 and 

082F.028. The gross area of the City is 816 ha and the total study area is 38,343 ha. All area 

within the Town boundary is designated as private ownership according to provincial resource 

inventory data. Of the total study area, federally owned land accounts for 2,451 ha (6.40%), 

provincially owned land for 13,963 ha (36.46%), and privately owned land for 21,870 ha 

(57.11%). The remaining 0.03% is out of ownership (e.g. waterways). The ownership information 

is baÚÌËɯÖÕɯƕƝƝƛɯÐÕÝÌÕÛÖÙàɯËÈÛÈɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÜ×ËÈÛÌËɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÌÚÛÐÔÈÛÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ&ÖÖÎÓÌɯ$ÈÙÛÏɚɯ

imagery; therefore, the ownership data is not accurate. 

2.2 Topography  

Creston is located on the rolling benchland immediately east of the Kootenay River floodplain 

within the Creston Valley (Figure 1). This benchland is positioned between the Purcell 

Mountains to the east and the Selkirk Mountains to the west. It is a 107 km drive southwest 

from Cranbrook and a 114 km drive southeast from Nelson. The Town overlooks 12,000 ha of 

reclaimed marshland. Only the northern and eastern boundaries of the Town are adjacent to 

forested area.  

Elevations range from 532 to 1,906 meters. Forests in the lower elevations include western 

hemlock, lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine, western white pine, western larch, grand fir, western 

red cedar, and Douglas-fir. With increasing elevation subalpine fir, white bark pine, and 

Engelmann spruce become dominant tree species. In the harsh climate of the highest elevations, 

vegetation consists of herbs, lichens, and scattered low alpine shrubs and trees. 
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Figure 1. View of topographic relief map of the Creston Valley, looking north towards C reston (Image 

Source: Google Earth, 2006). 

2.3 Population  

The Town has a population of 5,072 residents. Seasonal visitors are likely to increase the 

population, particularly in the summer.  

2.4 Economy 

The economy of Creston is largely resource based, with agriculture and forestry being the 

primary industries. Other important industries include tourism, manufacturing, mining and 

brewing.  

External trends such as changing demographics, climate change, globalization, emerging 

resorts, and growing competition could all  have a significant impact on the economy of Creston. 

A large fire within and/or adjacent to the community could have short and long term 

implications to the stability of the Creston economy.  
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2.5 Infrastructure  

The Creston Valley Hospital and the local Fire &  Rescue Service are critical to emergency 

response service to the community. These facilities provide the foundation for an incident 

command center during a large fire event and therefore must be prepared to deal with large 

and complex situations. Emergency response is dependent on electrical and water service 

within the community in the event of a large -scale emergency.  

The community is dependent on surface water from Arrow Creek forested watershed. Any 

disturbance (both human and/or natural) within the w atershed has potential to impact both 

emergency response and/or the supply of drinking water to the community.  

Electrical service to the community comes from the transmission network north of the Town 

running from east to west. A large fire has the potenti al to impact this service through 

disruption in network distribution. Fallen trees associated with a fire event may cause power 

outages. Consideration must be given to protecting this critical function and providing power 

back up at key facilities to ensure that the emergency response functions are reliable. 

The key infrastructure discussed above was considered as part of the Wildfire Risk 

Management System. The results of this analysis indicate that consideration must be given to 

protection of critical inf rastructure identified above.  

3.0 Fire Environment  

3.1 Fire Weather 

The Canadian Fire Danger Rating System (CFDRS), developed by the Canadian Forestry Service 

is used to assess fire danger and related potential fire behaviour. The Ministry of Forests 

maintains a network of fire weather stations during the fire season that is used to determine 

Fire Danger on forestlands within and adjacent to Creston. Similarly other areas communities 

within the Kootenays monitor fire weather information provided by the Ministry of Forests 

Protection Branch to determine hazard ratings and associated fire bans and closures within their 

respective municipalities.  

It is important to understand the exposure to periods of high fire danger, as defined by Danger 

Class IV (high) and V (extreme), to determine appropriate prevention programs, levels of 

response, and management strategies. Creston is defined by the regional climate of the Interior 

Cedar Hemlock very dry warm (ICHxw), Interior Cedar Hemlock dry warm (ICHdw), Interior 

Cedar Hemlock moist warm (ICHmw2), Engelmann Spruce Sub Alpine fir wet cold (ESSFwc4) 

and the Engelmann Spruce Sub Alpine fir wet mild (ESSFwm) biogeoclimatic units.  

Fire danger within Creston can vary significantly from season to season. Figure 2 is a 

compilation of available weather station data within the Interior Cedar Hemlock very dry warm 

biogeoclimatic unit (representative of Creston) that dates back to 1913 and provides a summary 
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of the total number of Danger Class V and VI-days from April through to October for each year. 

This compilation shows that, within any given year, the fire danger can fluctuate substantially 

from fewer than 42 days to over 103 days. On average, the number of Danger Class IV and V 

days within the ICHxw is 74, or the equivalent of just over two months. Typically, the most 

extreme fire weather occurs between the middle of July and the third week of August .  

When reviewing the summary of Danger Class V and VI days it appears that, over the past 30 

years, the number of high and extreme danger class days per year has lower and more variable 

year to year compared to the years on record prior to that time.  

The results of the weather data analysis show that, historically, fire danger in Creston has been 

high or extreme for an extended period  during the summer months. Complacency is an 

inappropriate response to fire risk; management responses, in terms of fire prevention, 

mitigation and response, should be adjusted in accordance with the level of risk. 
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Figure 2. Seasonal variability in the number of Danger Class IV and V-days as described by the regional 

climate of the ICHxw.  

A summary of historic drought codes provides a similar comp arison to Danger Class days and 

reinforces the point that Creston experiences extended periods of summer drought (Figure 3). A 

drought code that exceeds 500 is considered high and is associated with extreme fire behavior.  
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Figure 3. Summary of historic drought codes in the ICHxw within Creston.  

3.2 Fuels 

Fuel classification was based on the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System (CFFDRS). An 

algorithm that uses input from Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI) data was used to gain a 

better approximation of CFFDRS fuel types for the study area. This typing ( Map 2) is not meant 

to definitively represent fuel type variation within the Town but does provide a better reference 

point from which to make recommendations. Fuel type data has only been reported  for an area 

within 2 km of the town because this is the area to which potential fuel treatment funding 

currently applies.  

3.2.1 Fuel Type Summary 

Table 1 and Table 2 summarize the fuel types by BEC Unit and area. A description of each fuel 

type is provided in Appendix 1.  

Table 1. Percentages of each fuel type within each BEC unit based on an area within 2 km of the 

municipal boundary.  

BEC Unit  C3 C4 C5 C7 D1 M2 O1a O1b Non -Fuel Total  

ICHdm  44 2 8 14 0 2 0 3 26 100 

ICHdw1  48 11 0 11 3 7 0 8 12 100 

ICHxw  5 2 1 1 3 1 6 79 2 100 
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Table 2. Summary of fuel types within 2 km of the municipal boundary.  

 C3 C4 C5 C7 D1 M2 O1a O1b Non -Fuel Total  

Area (ha) 582 128 67 161 138 79 261 3295 241 4,952 

% Total  12 3 1 3 3 2 5 67 5 100 

3.3 Mountain Pine Beetle and the Impact on Forest Fuels  

Similar to many communities in B.C., Creston is experiencing an outbreak of Mountain Pine 

Beetle. Lodgepole pine is particularly susceptible to attack by Mountain Pine Beetle, and is one 

of the major wood  species harvested in the region. 

From a fire perspective the current outbreak is a concern as it contributes surface fuels that 

accelerate fire spread and fire intensity allowing fires to move more easily into the crowns. The 

intimate relationship and cri tical role that bark beetles and fire play in natural succession of 

lodgepole pine forests has been well documented. These forests, which occupy millions of 

hectares in the Pacific Northwest, are generally even aged stands younger than 100 years old. 

This is a result of periodic wildfires which follow high mortality from bark beetle attacks (Fellin 

1979; Mitchell and Martin 1980; Koch 1996; Price 1991; Schowalter et al. 1981). These forests 

have adapted to these natural rotations, which tend to repeat every 100 years. Recent examples 

illustrating this cycle include the 1988 wildfires in Yellowstone National Park, the 1961 wildfire 

in the Bitterroot National Forest in Montana, and fires in Washington and Idaho in 1994.  

Mountain pine beetle outbreaks occur mainly in mature forests, which are 80-150 years old. The 

outbreaks subside when most of the large diameter trees are killed. The dead trees then fuel 

subsequent fires, which regenerate the stand (Amman 1990; Fellin 1979; Geiszler et al. 1980; 

Price 1991). It has been hypothesized that these two agents of disturbance interact to maintain 

the structure and function of pine forests. Fire regulates forest regeneration in space and time, 

which is necessary for the pine beetle, and the pine beetle regulates the turnover of patches of 

dead trees conducive to burning (Schowalter et al. 1981). 

In the past, agents of disturbance were viewed as a threat to the health of the valuable forest 

resource. Therefore standard policy has been to suppress all wildfire and eliminat e forest pests. 

In pine forests, this has resulted in unstable forests, which are increasingly susceptible to 

physical and biological stresses. 

Mountain Pine Beetle mortality results in an initial short -term increase in stand level fire hazard 

when trees are in the red-attack stage and for some time into the grey-attack stage while fine 

fuels are still present in the canopy. Trees enter the red-attack stage approximately one year 

following infestation and turn grey approximately three years following infest ation.  As needles 

and small branches fall from the canopy and decompose, stand level fire hazard decreases. 

After approximately ten years, the fire hazard begins to increase as bark begins to slough off the 

standing dead trees (Manning et al. 1982). Hazard then drops again until the beetle killed trees 

begin to fall (approximately 20 years), at which point the fire hazard rises to high or extreme 
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depending on the quantity and arrangement of fuel that results from the falling trees (Manning 

et al., 1982).  

Figure 4 shows a representation of the potential succession of fire hazard status following beetle 

attack in a healthy stand. The healthy stand is represented with 35 to 45% crown closure and 

has a low fire hazard. The initial phase of pine beetle attack is the death of overstory trees with 

retained needles and small branches (red-attack and early grey-attack stages). In this phase the 

standing dead trees input fine fu els to the forest floor (attacked stand) and the stand is a high to 

extreme fire hazard. The loss of overstory tree foliage increases light levels to the forest floor 

surface and results in a flush of understory vegetation including new seedlings that rege nerate 

naturally (understory release). This flush depends on a number of factors but is primarily a 

function of available light, nutrients, moisture and the existing seed bank and plant community. 

In general, fire hazard is lower during this phase. Over ti me, seedlings begin to dominate the 

understory forming a contiguous sapling layer (seedling dominance) and bark begins to slough 

off the standing dead trees (Seedling Dominance and Bark Sloughing). During this period, 

hazard is thought to be elevated again due to the input of fine fuels to the forest floor. After this 

phase, there may be a period of reduced fire hazard before the standing dead timber begins to 

fall on a large scale. However, once the dead trees fall in large numbers, they create high inputs 

of surface fuel (represented by the Young Pine Stand with Snags Falling). This is most likely 

when the stand has reached its highest hazard with the combination of a contiguous fuel load 

from the surface of the forest floor up and into the overstory canop y. These characteristics yield 

a stand that is now highly susceptible to stand replacement crown fire.  
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Figure 4. Diagrammatic representation of fire hazard succession following mountain pine beetle 

attack. (ÕɯÛÏÐÚɯËÐÈÎÙÈÔȮɯȿÍÐÙÌɯÏÈáÈÙËɀɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÍÐÙÌɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÜÙȮɯÙÌÎÈÙËÓÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÞÌÈÛÏÌÙ-

influenced fuel moisture content. Assessment is based on physical fuel characteristics, such as fuel 

arrangement, fuel load, condition of herbaceous vegetation, a nd presence of elevated fuels. The high, 

moderate and low imply approximations for rate of spread, headfire intensity and crown fraction 

ÉÜÙÕÌËȭɯȿ%ÐÙÌɯ2ÌÝÌÙÐÛàɀɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌÍÍÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÍÐÙÌɯÖÕɯ×ÓÈÕÛÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯËÌ×ÌÕËÈÕÛɯÖÕɯÐÕÛÌÕÚÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯ

time of the burn. An intense fire may not necessarily be severe.  
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Figure 5. Blowdown and breakage of dead pine contributes to fuel loading.  

Modelling projections of the Mountain Pine Beetle outbreak (Eng 2004) suggest that, over the 

next 15 years, the forests adjacent to the Town to the north and east will experience significant 

mortality of lodgepole pine in the absence of any intervention (falling and burning or control 

through harvest) (Map 3 and Map 4). Based on the discussion above it is expected that surface 

fuel loads will incre ase over the next 20 years and landscape level fire hazard in pine dominated 

forests around the community will peak between 30 and 40 years. Any harvest within close 

proximity of the Town, or tree removal within Town limits, should target mature lodgepole 

pine to reduce the overall landscape level susceptibility. Any prescribed fuel treatments and/or 

creation of firebreaks should focus on the removal of lodgepole pine. Taking this approach will 

help to reduce the overall landscape level hazard and potential ly limit the size and distribution 

of the forecasted outbreak. 

Recent beetle attack has been limited to the outskirts of the Town (to the northeast). The current 

Mountain Pine Beetle outbreak within the study area is not significantly contributing to fuel 

loadings and associated fire risk. However, properties along the north eastern boundary of the 

town as well as the communities of Wynndel and West Creston, will be the most heavily 

impacted by the outbreak based on the projections. Provincial forest cover inventories indicate 

that stands surrounding these areas have a low to moderate component of susceptible pine. Left 

unmanaged, these stands have a high probability of supporting moderate to high fuel loads and 

will most likely follow the fire hazard succes sion outlined in Figure 4.  

3.4 Historic Ignitions  

The Ministry of Forests fire reporting system was used to compile a database of fires back to 

1950 in the CWPP study area. Map 5 shows the ignition locations within Creston. The average 

number of fires per year by decade is as follows: 1950-59 ɬ 5.1; 1960-69 ɬ 4.1; 1970-79 ɬ 6.8; 1980-

89 ɬ 4.6; 1990-1999 ɬ 5.2; 2000-2004 ɬ 7.8. The most significant fire year in recent history was 1967 

when a total of 15 fires were reported in the study area. The years 1973, 1975, 1988 and 2000 
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each had between 12 and 13 fires. The number of fires is significant and demonstrates the need 

for fire management.  

Table 3 summarizes fires that have occurred between 1950 and 2004 in the study area by size 

class and cause (lightning and human caused). The total number of fires during this period was 

297, of which 74% were the result of human causes. The remaining 26% of fire ignitions were 

lightning caused. Ninety -seven percent of all fires that burned between 1950 and 2004 were 

smaller than 4 ha, while only  4 fires were greater than 10 ha. The largest fire within Creston 

since 1950 occurred in 1967 starting in West Creston and burning an area of 85 ha. 

Table 4 summarizes fire cause by decade and provides some interesting insight into the nature 

of fire within the study area. The number of human caused fires has out -numbered those 

ÊÈÜÚÌËɯÉàɯÓÐÎÏÛÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÈÓÓɯËÌÊÈËÌÚȭɯ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƝƔɀÚȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÔber of lightning 

caused fires rose in relation to human caused to 37%. The greatest decrease during that period 

was fires caused by campfires, smokers and juveniles. On average there are 51 fires each decade 

ȹÔÐÕÐÔÜÔɯƘƕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƚƔɀÚɯÈÕËɯÔÈßÐÔÜÔɯƚƜɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƛƔɀÚȺȭɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÌÕËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯËÌÊÈËÌɯ

continues, the number of fires is likely to outnumber that of any other decade since there have 

already been 39 fires between 2000 and 2004. Overall, the majority of fires have been 

inconsequential with the exceptio n of the 1967 fire that ignited by a powerline short circuit. The 

next largest fire was caused by lightning in 2000 (25 ha). 

Table 3. Fire history summary within the study area from 1950 - 2004. 

Size Class (ha) 
Total Number 

of Fires 
Percent of 

Total 
Lightning 
Caused 

Human  

Caused 

<4 289 97% 75 214 

4-10 4 1%  4 

>10 4 1% 1 3 

Grand Total 297  76 221 

 

Table 4. Summary of fire cause within the study area.  

Decade 
Lightning Human

1
 Industrial

2
 Miscellaneous Total by 

Decade Number Percent
3
 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1950-1959 12 24% 26 51% 10 20% 3 6% 51 

1960-1969 10 24% 7 17% 14 34% 10 24% 41 

1970-1979 10 15% 32 47% 15 22% 11 16% 68 

1980-1989 14 30% 15 33% 17 37%  0% 46 

1990-1999 19 37% 8 15% 13 25% 12 23% 52 

2000-2004 11 28% 18 46% 5 13% 5 13% 39 

Total Years 76  106  74  41  297 

1 Campfire, smoker, incendiary, juvenile set  
2 Fire use, equipment, railway  
3 Represents percentage of total fires for a given decade. 
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4.0 The Wildland Urban Interface  

3ÏÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÊÈÓɯÞÐÓËÓÈÕËɯÜÙÉÈÕɯÐÕÛÌÙÍÈÊÌɯÐÚɯËÌÍÐÕÌËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯɁforest meets the 

communityɂɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÎÙÈ×ÏÐÊÈÓÓàɯËÌ×ÐÊÛÌËɯÐÕɯFigure 6. Other configur ations of the WUI can be 

described as intermixed. Intermixed areas include smaller, more isolated, developments that are 

embedded within the forest. An example of an intermixed interface is shown in Figure 7. In 

each of these cases, fire has the ability to spread from the forest into the community or from the 

community out into the forest. Although these two scenarios are quite different, they are of 

equal importance wh en considering interface fire risk. Within Creston, the probability of a fire 

moving out of the community and into the forest has an equal or greater probability of 

occurrence compared to the probability of fire moving from the forest into the community. 

Regardless of which scenario occurs, there will be consequences for Creston and this will have 

an impact on the way in which the community plans and prepares for interface fires.  

 

Figure 6. Wildland urban interface community define d by red border where the forest meets the 

community.  




























































































































