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Town of Creston Budget - 2013
In a series of public budget meetings,
Council and Staff have worked together
to prioritize capital and operational
expenditures for the 2013 budget. For
the second year in a row, Council has
mandated a 0% municipal tax increase,
except for the municipal police tax.
The tax increase required to pay for
increased policing costs for 2013 will
be 5.8% over 2012 (an approximate
increase of $54 for a $200,000
assessed residence). Council realizes
this is a tough pill to swallow for the
average tax payer in Creston, and as
such, has opted for no other increases
in municipal taxes.
Council and Staff continue to source
alternate revenue streams to pay for
infrastructure and operations, and we
are seeing successes in this area. In
fact, in 2013, grant revenues will make
up a greater piece of the budget pie
than taxation.

Like most other
municipalities,
our
biggest
expenses
are
infrastructure
maintenance and
replacement. If
we had to replace
our
entire
infrastructure at
one time, the
cost would be
over $100 million dollars! We are
always looking for ways to maintain
and prolong the life of our assets, in
order to keep our replacement costs to
an affordable level. Municipalities
across the country are working
together to seek long-term,
sustainable funding solutions from
senior levels of government.
For a more detailed look at our
budget, please see our website.






Physician Recruitment Program
The successful recruitment of
physicians to care for the citizens of the
Creston Valley has been due to the
collective commitment of the Creston
Valley Health Working Group. This
group, which was formed in 2006, is
made up of representatives from:

“This Newsletter has timely
and important updates on 5
major initiatives:



current physicians practicing in
Creston, Interior Health, the Town of
Creston and the Regional District of
Central Kootenay.
The program has been instrumental in
recruiting four permanent physicians
to Creston in the past 18 months,
including
two
physicians with
enhanced skills
in
anesthesia
and obstetrics.
Several
locum
physicians have
also
been
recruited to allow
Creston physicians
to
take
much
needed breaks, as
well as to fill gaps
in coverage.

2013 Budget
Physician Recruitment
Recreation Trails
Network Grant
Green Zone (Composting)
Waste Water Treatment
Plant Upgrade

Congratulations to our Town
Management and Staff for
their detailed attention to
and effort on each of these
initiatives.
I invite citizens to contact
me personally if further
information is desired!”
Mayor Ron Toyota

For more information, please visit the
Town of Creston’s website (see
“ P h y s i c i a n R e c r u i t m en t ” u n d e r
Quicklinks).
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Creston’s Recreation Trails Network
Town crews in conjunction with the
Trails Committee, Creston Rotary and
Creston Valley Rotary Clubs will soon
begin work on expanding the recreation
trail network in Creston. We were
pleased to receive a $400,000 grant
from the Ministry of Community, Sport
and Cultural Development’s Community
Recreation Program, allowing us to break
ground this year.
This expansion will include, within the
Crestbrook area:
construction of new trails;
hard surfacing existing trails; and,
installation of benches and garbage
cans.
This short loop follows the railway from
downtown to Millennium Park, across the
railway at Cedar Street and along the
creek following the newly constructed
Steve’s Ride Phase 1 to 11th Avenue
South. At this point options exist to

continue with Steve’s Ride Phase 2 & 3
(to be constructed) within the Crestbrook
Area, or to complete the loop back to
downtown using an existing railway
crossing that will take trail users to the

off of Davis Road.
Accepted yard waste includes tree
prunings, grass clippings, leaves and
other plant matter.

Load volumes will be limited to
residential quantities only.
Materials
must be sorted with plastic bags, twine
or other bundling material removed. It is
If you are interested and live in the Rec
recommended that grass clippings and
Centre
area,
please
email
leaves be brought in garbage cans and
compost@creston.ca.
not plastic bags.
Compost Drop-Off at Farmers’ Market
The Town of Creston will have a kitchen
waste compost drop off bin at the
Farmers’ Market for community use every
Saturday morning. Feel free to bring your
kitchen waste when you visit the
Farmers’ Market. For more information,
please email compost@creston.ca.

If you’d like to know more about
Creston’s Trail Network, stop by the
Town Office to pick up a brochure.

Downtown Tree Lights

Green Zone
Composting Pilot Project
The Town is looking for 20 - 25
households to take part in a composting
pilot project over six months starting this
spring.
The goal is to determine
community interest and to estimate the
amount of kitchen waste that can be
diverted from our waste stream.

Chamber of Commerce. Paving of
sections of the trail will begin in 2014.

Spring Yard & Garden Clean-Up
Spring collections will be on April 23rd,
24th & 25th, 2013.

Trees or brush should be cut into three
(3) foot lengths and wrapped in bundles.
Grass clippings, leaves and other plant
matter, MUST be placed in rigid
containers: e.g., garbage cans.
NO
Organic Yard Waste Drop-Off
PLASTIC GARBAGE BAGS WILL BE
In an effort to reduce back yard burning, ACCEPTED.
the Town of Creston is offering residents
On your pick-up day, please keep all
the opportunity to dispose of their
compostable materials separate from
organic yard waste every Saturday in
household garbage and place at the curb
April. On April 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th,
for pick-up.
between 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, bring
your yard waste to the Town-controlled If you have any questions, please contact
drop off location at the south end of the the Public Works Department at
Waste Water Treatment Plant, which is 250-428-2214, ext. 233.

An arborist has
recommended that
the Town remove
the
decorative
lights from the
trees lining main
street as they are
causing damage to
the young trees.
The lights will be
reinstalled in the
fall/winter season
of each year until
these young trees
become stronger.

New Cut-Off Road

Construction recently began on the
much anticipated Devon Street to
Valleyview Drive cut-off road. Town
crews expect to complete the road
base within the next few weeks, and
plan for the road to be open later this
spring.
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Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) Upgrade—Update
The Town of Creston’s 37 year old Waste Water Treatment Plant is undergoing a $7,200,000 upgrade to enable the plant to
process increased flows and also to meet the higher standards of waste water treatment as required under the newly enacted
Municipal Waste Water Regulation.
FUNDING
Provincial Infrastructure Grant - $2,403,333

Headworks Building
The function of this building is
to filter the incoming effluent
streams from town properties
and the Columbia Brewery. This
part of the construction is now
complete. The building is
designed to withstand and
remain operational should there
be an earthquake.

Federal Infrastructure Grant - $2,403,333

Clarifier #1
The function of the clarifiers is
to settle-out the particles in the
effluent. Here, preparation for
the installation of the inlet and
outlet piping for the clarifier has
begun. This required cutting
through the existing concrete
floor which was 0.6 m (24”)
thick. Upper formwork for the
weir and scum baffle is
complete and ready for
concrete.

Town of Creston - $2,403,334

New Clarifier #2
Showing concrete walls after
formwork has been removed.

This temporary building will be
placed adjacent to the WWTP
administration building and will
house the office and the plant
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) control
system until renovations on the
administration
building
are
completed.

Clarifier base required ten (10)
tonnes of steel reinforcement in
the base.

Cavell Street & 10th Avenue Intersection
During the fall of 2012, Town
crews started road improvements
at Cavell Street and 10th Avenue
North intersection. So far we
have installed the underground
storm sewer, relocated power

poles and widened the
intersection. We will finish up
the project with landscaping,
installing curbs and gutters, and
paving in May and June.

Homeowners Tips
Landscaping
If you are planning to excavate your
property this summer, remember to
“Call Before You Dig!”
1-800-474-6886. BC One Call is a
central agency where you can phone to
find out what is buried on your property
and where you can safely dig.

Water Shut-Off
In case of a water emergency in your
home, do you know:

Sanitary Back-Flow Device
Do you have a back-flow device in your
sanitary sewer line?
Has it been
serviced in the last year? If you are
unsure, please contact a local plumber
to assist you.

If you’ve answered “no” to any of these
questions, please contact a local
plumber to assist you.

where your water shut-off is located?
whether your water shut-off is easily
accessible and visible?
if your water shut-off functions
properly?

Municipal Water Shut-Off Valve
Is your municipal water shut-off valve
accessible? The municipal shut-off
valve controls the flow of water from the
municipal water supply to your home
and is located on the boulevard on the
border of your property.
If you cannot
locate it, please
contact
the
Public
Works
Department
at
250-428-2214,
ext. 233, for
assistance.

www.creston.ca
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2013 Pet Licences Now

Properties
Lawns and trees are not the only plants
coming to life again: weeds are too.
They grow fast and are not only
unsightly, but create a fire hazard when
they dry out. Your assistance in
maintaining weed growth on your
property and boulevard is appreciated.
Yard Sales
Yard sales are commonly seen around
Creston during the warm weather. When
putting out signs to advertise your sale,
remember that these signs are not
allowed on public property, power poles
or street sign posts. Yard sale signs are
allowed on private property with the
permission of the property owner. Once
the sale is over, the signs should be
promptly removed.
Trailer Parking
Many residents have trailers for boats,
ATVs and work haulers, representing
important aspects of our personal lives.
To assist with street sweeping activities
and visibility issues for motorists,
Creston residents are encouraged to
store detached trailers in private drives
or properties rather than on roadways.
Unlicensed Vehicles
Unlicensed vehicles cannot be parked
on town streets.

Burning Permits
Open burning is
allowed during the
months of April and
October —- with a
permit.

For Dogs Only
All Creston dogs are asked to remind
their owners to:
Scoop up!
Keep you on a leash and under their
care and control whenever they take
you away from home!
Please do your part to keep Creston’s
sidewalks, streets, lawns and parks
clean and safe for everyone to enjoy!

Free Parking
Free parking has
been
extended
indefinitely on all
metered parking
spaces in the
downtown core.
Please do your part to ensure there is
parking for shoppers and visitors by
respecting the 2-hour time limit.

Please stop by Town
Hall or the Fire
Department to purchase a permit, or
give us a call at 250-428-2214,
ext. 521 for more information.

Building Permits
The Building Inspector would like to
remind you that a building permit is
required for any new building over 10
square metres (107 square feet) in size.
Please refer to our website for further
information (under Town Hall Development Services).

Home Owner Grants
Please remember, if you are eligible,
apply for your Home Owner Grant either
in-person or on-line through the Town’s
website (see “Online Property Taxes &
Utilities” under Quicklinks).

Toilet Rebate Expanding
The Town of Creston is looking at
expanding the high-efficiency toilet
replacement program in 2013.
For further information, please stop by
Town Hall or give use a call at
250-428-2214, ext. 233.

Volunteer Firefighting - Is it for You?
Creston Fire Rescue is currently
accepting applications for the position of
Paid-On Call Fire Fighters. Please visit
the Town of Creston website (under
Town Hall - Fire Department) for
information on qualifications and
responsibilities.

To pick up an application, please stop by
the Fire Department located at 200 10th Avenue North, during regular
business hours.

What is Cultivating Creston?
The Cultivating Creston Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) is the vision, plan and process for continued
success to the year 2030, and a way to position the Town of
Creston and the Creston Valley for ongoing success and sustainability in the longer-term.

Sustainability as described above is very compelling; however more clarity and precision is required to more concretely
identify the ultimate objectives that must be achieved to
create a sustainable future. Creston has adopted Sustainability Objectives (see inside pages) derived from the Natural
Step principles. These objectives outline the basic criteria
for any organization or community to be sustainable.

It is the community’s highest level policy that will guide the
community towards a desired and sustainable future, and
will inform all planning, policy development, and decisionmaking.

Who is responsible for Cultivating
Creston?

Cultivating Creston includes:
the community’s shared vision for the future;
actions to begin moving Creston toward the future;
indicators to monitor progress; and
an annual process and decision tools for ongoing implementation, alignment and continuous improvement.

How can you use Cultivating Creston?
Cultivating Creston can be used by anyone interested in
contributing to the success and sustainability of the Creston
Valley. A decision tool is available that translates the plan
into strategic questions that can be used to inform decisions at any level and anywhere – from purchasing decisions
at home to strategic planning at work. See more about decision making on the last page of this document.

What is sustainability?
There are a multitude of manners in which to define sustainability or sustainable development. The Brundtland
Commission, in the 1987 United Nations report titled Our
Common Future, defines sustainable development as
“development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs.” This definition helped achieve global consensus that meeting the needs of current and future generations is absolutely dependent upon the health and viability
of three completely interconnected systems, as represented
in this image:

Cultivating Creston articulates the community’s desired future – to achieve it, the plan must be owned, used and actively supported by everyone in the community and valley,
not just the Town of Creston.
We invite you to get involved in and contribute to Cultivating Creston moving forward. See reverse for more information and who to contact for further information.

More about decision making
Cultivating Creston provides decision-makers from any organization or household with one high-level tool that can be
can be consistently used as a lens for making decisions. It
is different from other policies in that it is not prescriptive –
it does not state in absolute terms what must nor must not
be done to achieve the desired future. Instead, it is used as
a compass for navigating the way toward the desired future,
with many different pathways to choose from and with
tradeoffs becoming a manageable part of the journey.
Tradeoffs occur when progress toward some aspects of success or sustainability means no progress or even backward
movement relative to other aspects. So while tradeoffs are
bound to occur, they should be short-term and flexible –
they should be temporary stepping stones on the detour
route before getting back on the path toward the desired
future where all criteria for success and sustainability are
ultimately achieved.
The non-prescriptive, outcome-oriented nature of the vision
for success and sustainability provides decision-makers with
the flexibility to choose the best path forward. They can
change strategies and actions to respond to and proactively
address the challenges and opportunities that arise during
the long-term journey toward the vision of success and sustainability, which is held constant in the future.
A tool has been developed to help decision-makers apply
Cultivating Creston to decisions. Please request a copy, or
download it from our website at Creston.ca.

Most can agree that a sustainable community is one with a
robust resilient economy within and serving a strong, equitable society, within a highly functioning natural environment.

The key elements of Cultivating Creston
are presented on the inside pages

How was Cultivating Creston developed?
Cultivating Creston was developed with the assistance of
the Whistler Centre for Sustainability, a non-profit consulting organization, members of a Community Sustainability
Action Team (CSAT), and input from members of the community. The Priorities and Desired Outcome Statements
were developed with input from the public through an
online survey, focus groups, public workshops, and worksheets. An iterative review and refinement process with the
CSAT and a review of background documents and best
practices also informed their development. The other elements of the plan were developed by the CSAT with guidance from the Town and consultants.

Ongoing implementation
To ensure that Cultivating Creston is an effective and ongoing process, an advisory team or group of task forces will
develop actions that can be implemented each year. As
more and more actions are undertaken and completed, the
community will begin to see the on-the-ground results of
the Cultivating Creston process. When more and more community organizations get involved in implementation, the
process will gain momentum and Creston’s progress toward
our desired future will accelerate.

An age-friendly community is one where older adults can
enjoy good health, community support, and feel a sense of
security as they engage and participate in the community. In 2011, 33% of Creston’s population was over the age
of 65 (up slightly from 31% in 2006) – a number that is
significantly higher than the provincial average of
16%. This statistic underscores the importance of agefriendly initiatives in Creston, and is at the heart of the
community’s desire to ensure that older adults are active
participants in long term municipal planning initiatives.
We want to ‘do’ age-friendly right! In order to make sure we
focus on the most important actions, we asked seniors and
their service providers to get involved in the process. We
asked them to show us Creston through their eyes, so that
we can apply an age-friendly lens to the development of
Creston’s vision for the future. Their input has been, articulated through Cultivating Creston, the town’s Integrated
Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP), which establishes
the long-term vision and strategic direction for the town
and extends out into the valley. The ICSP also provides implementation and monitoring tools to help ensure progress
toward the vision is achieved.
Creston’s Age Friendly Action Plan is available on-line at
creston.ca, or contact us at AgeFriendlyCreston@creston.ca
for further information.
This project was provided 100% funding by the Seniors’
Housing and Support Initiative supported by UBCM and
Healthy Families BC.

To learn more or get involved, contact:
Ross Beddoes
CultivatingCreston@creston.ca
(250) 428-2214
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