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Our Physician Recruitment Update

In late 2010, the Committee for physician recruitment changed its name to the
Creston Valley Health Working Group. This diverse group is comprised of
elected officials, a physician, our Recruitment Advisor, an Interior Health
representative, and municipal staff. It was recognized that while the group is continuing
with its current mandate of recruiting more doctors to the community, a mandate of
broader recruitment for health care professionals may be undertaken in the future.
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Our Recruitment Advisor welcomed Dr. R. Elemuo and his family to Canada in September, 2011. In April 2012, we
welcomed Dr. S. Hopkins and her family from England. Both of these physicians are providing full-time care at the
Osprey Medical Clinic and are enjoying living and working in our beautiful community.
It is important to note that the commitment of annual funding from our RDCK Economic Development Fund (being
the Town of Creston and RDCK Areas B & C) has created and sustained this solid recruitment program. Our
Recruitment Advisor, who works on a contract basis for our community, has been instrumental in filling physician
positions within our community through her extensive experience and effective networking. The Creston Valley
Health Working Group continues with its current mandate of physician recruitment and anticipates that
further positive announcements regarding recruitment will be forthcoming.
As Mayor, I try to be in my office on Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays – I invite you to come in and have a chat.

Reminder to all event
organizers in the Creston
Valley, please post your
events on the FREE

Mayor Toyota & Chief Louie
attending the naming of
“Cummings Bridge" at Akokli Creek

online community event
website at
www.crestonevents.ca

Effective December 1, 2012,
the Town of Creston
will become the most
recent municipality in B.C.
to implement a new
Bylaw Notice Dispute
Adjudication System.
The new system will allow the
Town of Creston to deal with
bylaw notice disputes at the local
community level rather than
through the Provincial Court
system.
More information on page 2...

Delegation from our sister-city, Kaminoho,
Japan (Seki-City)
More information on page 5...

Ribbon cutting for grand opening of Ricky’s All
Day Grill by Acting Mayor Judy Gadicke,
Director Larry Binks and Director John Kettle

Council has
extended open
burning to
November 15,
2012.
Burning permits are
available at
Town Hall
or the Fire
Department.
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Effective December 1, 2012 the Town of Creston will implement a new

Bylaw Notice Dispute Adjudication System
The new system will allow the Town to process bylaw notice disputes at the local level rather
than through the Provincial Court system. This more efficient system will benefit both the
community and the person involved in a dispute by reducing the associated costs and the time
required to deal with a dispute.

Quick Facts:

Taking a matter to
court can be a
lengthy process
and this system
saves people time
and helps reduce
pressure on the
courts without
increasing costs to
taxpayers.



More than 50 local governments throughout
British Columbia are currently using, or are in
the process of developing, a bylaw notice
dispute adjudication system.



The new system is based on a successful
pilot program implemented in three North
Shore communities in 2004.



Disputes range from parking tickets to dog
licensing and zoning infractions.



Individual municipalities track the number of
bylaws managed by the adjudication process
and they have screening officers assist prior
to the formal adjudication.



Independent adjudicators are appointed by
the Deputy Attorney General.

This system will



If the bylaw notice is upheld and payment is
not forthcoming, fines can be referred to a
collection agency or small claims court.

allow Creston to
join more than 50
other local
governments who
currently use this
process.

To learn more about the pending implementation
of the Bylaw Notice Dispute Adjudication System,
scheduled for December 1, 2012,
please call Town Hall at 250-428-2214, ext. 0.

www.creston.ca
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WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE
The Town of Creston’s 37 year old wastewater treatment plant is undergoing a $7,200,000
upgrade. This upgrade will enable the plant to process increased flows and also to meet the
higher standards of wastewater treatment as required under the newly enacted Municipal
Wastewater Regulation. The Design-Build Project was awarded to the team of Urban Systems and
Maple Reinders.
The initial stage of the upgrade
consists of the construction of a new
headworks building.
The function of the headworks is to
filter and remove solids entering the
plant from two main waste streams the town and the brewery. This function
will be undertaken utilising two Salsnes
filters.
New headworks under construction and
visible from Highway 21.

The Salsnes Filter System consists of three
separate components: the Salsnes filter
component, the air blower and the control panel.
The wastewater is first filtered through an endless
filter cloth. The sludge that accumulates on the
filter cloth is automatically blown down into the
sludge compartment by compressed air and
water flush, then pressed through a dewatering
unit to increase the dry solids concentration in the
sludge.
Salsnes Filter System

Sludge is carried to a covered bin by a screw conveyor for offsite disposal at the landfill. Filtered
effluent is discharged to the downstream process for further treatment and UV disinfection before
being discharged to the Kootenay River. The filters and covered bin are all housed in a common
enclosed building with a separate enclosed room to house the blowers.

Further progress reports will be supplied in up-coming newsletters.
The upgrade project is slated for completion by
the summer of 2013.
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CRESTON HAS BEEN WORKING ON ITS INTEGRATED COMMUNITY
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (ICSP) THROUGHOUT 2012.

What
. . . Is an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan?
An Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) articulates the community’s shared vision for a successful and
sustainable future. It includes actions and practical tools for implementation, and a monitoring system to track
progress. An ICSP becomes the community’s highest level policy – with a practical decision-making framework that
can be applied to all levels of decisions and all types of plans, policies and programs. And to ensure the ICSP doesn’t
collect dust on a shelf, an annual monitoring and action planning process engages community partners and citizens to
ensure on-the-ground progress toward the vision is achieved.

. . . Are the Key Components of Creston’s Vision?
Within the frame of the Sustainability Objectives, citizens of Creston will paint the picture of community success in the
future.
1. Sustainability Objectives: These objectives frame the ICSP and define how to live within the constraints of the
planet – the care instructions for the earth. They are derived from the Natural Step principles for sustainability.
2. Priorities for Community Success: Priorities reflect what is important to the community and valley – the aspects
that must be taken care of to ensure success now and in the future. All priorities are equally important.
* Strengthening the local economy
* Enhancing community life for all ages
* Protecting natural and agricultural areas

* Revitalizing the Creston experience
* Partnering for the future

3. Strategy Area Desired Outcomes: These ten strategy areas cover the main
systems that must be addressed within our community and valley. Desired
Outcome Statements for each strategy area articulate the detailed vision for the
future.
1. Arts, Culture and Heritage
2. Buildings, Housing and Site
3. Community and Individual Health
4. Economy
5. Energy, Resources and Waste

6. Food and Agriculture
7. Land Use and Natural Areas
8. Recreation, Leisure and Learning
9. Transportation
10. The Creston Experience

Next Steps
A draft ICSP
document will
be available for
public review
early Winter
2012.

Why
Sustainability planning helps to prepare for a changing economic future, attract new residents and businesses, as well
as to retain and motivate municipal talent. Local economies plan for greater resilience and are better prepared for
shifting global priorities for goods and services and rising energy prices. Municipalities save significant money over
time through reduced energy and waste management costs. Finally, sustainability planning helps communities to
become a local part of global solutions for a host of environmental, social and economic issues.

From Sustainable Development to Sustainable Communities
A sustainable community is one with a robust, resilient economy
within and serving a strong, equitable society,
supported by and living within a highly functioning natural environment.

Let us know what you think!
* Email: CultivatingCreston@Creston.ca
* Facebook/CultivatingCreston
* Phone: 250-428-2214 (extension 234)
* Twitter/CultivatingCres
* Website: www.creston.ca and click on the Cultivating Creston link

www.creston.ca
www.creston.ca
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KAMINOHO DONATIONS
The recent visit to Creston by a delegation from our
sister-city of Kaminoho/Seki-City proved to be a
heart-warming display of respect. One of the major
reasons for the trip was to visit the grave sites of
former Mayor Lela Irvine and former Councillor
Lawrence Lavender. Several members of the
delegation had previously formed a strong
relationship with Irvine, the Creston mayor who
signed the 1991 sister-city agreement with
Grave site of former Mayor Lela Irvine
Kaminoho. The delegation also felt close to
Lavender, a member of the Creston-Kaminoho Friendship Society and major proponent
of the partnership between the towns.

Grave site of former Councillor
Lawrence Lavender

Another reason for the visit was so that the delegation could thank Creston residents for their generous contributions
towards the ongoing relief effort in Japan. Although it has been 17 months since the March 2011 tsunami, the
devastation is still being felt throughout Japan. This disaster has ravaged parts of the country, leaving more than
18,000
dead,
6,000
injured and many more
displaced. While recovery
efforts have been strong,
there is still a significant
demand for financial aid
to help the over 350,000
displaced individuals who
remain without permanent
housing. As a supporter of
the relief efforts, the Town
of
Creston
will
be
Seki-City Mayor Ozeki Kenzi receives the Town of
coordinating
donations
to
Devastation in the aftermath of the tsunami
Creston’s donation in June, 2012
help these victims, who
still need considerable financial support to rebuild their lives. Residents wishing to contribute are asked to visit Town
Hall, where staff will be accepting donations. Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $50 or more. The donations
will then be sent from Town Hall to Kaminoho/Seki-City, where they will be delivered to the Japanese Red Cross
Society. Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated during this time of need for so many Japanese people
still feeling the effects of the tsunami.

BUILDING PERMITS
The Building Inspector would like to remind you that a building permit is required for any new building over 10 square
metres (107 s.f.) in size. Please refer to the website for the Town at www.creston.ca under
the Building Division for further requirements.
BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED
Building permits are required, not only for new construction, but for many addition and
renovation projects as well. You will need a Building or Plumbing Permit when you wish to:









construct a new building, including temporary and farm
buildings;
renovate a building;
construct an addition to a building;
alter the interior of a building, including finishing a
basement;
move a building;
demolish a building;
change the use or occupancy of a building;
create a secondary suite;










install a mobile home in a Mobile Home Park;
install a modular home on a lot;
build a fireplace, install a woodstove or install a
chimney;
install a new drainage or water piping system in a
building;
alter or remodel a plumbing system;
install a fire sprinkler system;
install a fire alarm system;
install a swimming pool.
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ORGANIC WASTE
MANAGEMENT

www.creston.ca

FALL YARD AND GARDEN
CLEAN-UP

November 3, 10 and 17, 2012

NOVEMBER 6, 7 & 8, 2012

In an effort to reduce back yard burning, the Town of
Creston is offering residents the opportunity to dispose
of their organic yard waste.
The Towncontrolled drop off location is situated at the
south end of the Wastewater Treatment Plant,
which is via Davis Road.

Tree prunings, garden waste, and other compostable
articles are accepted. No non-compostable items
will be picked up.

The site will be available to residents only on
November 3rd, 10th and 17th between 10:00
am – 2:00 pm.
Accepted yard waste includes tree prunings,
grass clippings, leaves and other plant matter.

Reduce!

Trees or brush should be cut into three (3) foot
lengths and wrapped in bundles.

Reuse!

Grass clippings, leaves, etc, MUST be placed
in rigid, weather proof containers (e.g. garbage
cans). NO PLASTIC GARBAGE BAGS WILL
BE ACCEPTED.

Recycle!

Load volumes will be limited to residential quantities
only. Materials must be sorted with plastic bags, twine
or other bundling material removed.
It is
recommended that grass clippings and leaves be
brought in garbage cans and not plastic bags.

Please keep all compostable materials
separate from household garbage and place at
the curb for pick-up.
Questions may be directed to the Public Works
Department @ 250-428-2214, ext. 233, or visit our
website at www.creston.ca.

MICRO SURFACING
Micro surfacing is a cold mixed asphalt consisting of a graded
aggregate, asphalt binder, mineral filler and polymer additives that
has rapid setting properties. The result is a surface that is safer to
drive on (increased skid resistance) with reduced annual
maintenance costs.
BC Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure has established micro
surfacing as a suitable technique to supplement sealcoating in
residential areas, for use in rut filling and as a preventive
maintenance to rehabilitate deteriorating asphalt pavement surfaces.
Roads that are in good to fair condition are ideal candidates for micro
surfacing. Those roads are typically 12-17 years old and a micro
surfacing treatment can extend the service life an additional six to
seven years before the road may require extensive rehabilitation.

From Highway 21 up Canyon Street

Micro surfacing costs are approximately $6-$12/square metre
compared to a 50mm hot mix overlay that costs approximately
$30/square metre (all inclusive costs) or major restoration/
rehabilitation that can cost well in excess of $100/square metre.
This technique has been used on 10th Avenue North and
Canyon Street, along with sections of 12th & 14th Avenue North,
7th Avenue South, 12th & 15th Avenue South, 16th Avenue
South, and 22nd Avenue North.

14th Avenue North

Considering the lower cost, less material being used, less
transportation of materials and lower overall emissions during
the life of the treatment, micro surfacing is more “eco-efficient”
than hot mix overlay or major rehabilitation alternatives.

www.creston.ca
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GREENGYMS

AUTUMN FIRE PREVENTION
 Have all fuel burning appliances checked by a professional.
 Check all flue pipes for leaks and corrosion.
 Test smoke alarms with a blown out candle.
 Replace your smoke alarm battery if more than a year old or not
working – put a date on the new one.
 Consider removing cedars, junipers, pines and spruce away
from your house for interface fire management; there should be
10 metres clear between your house and coniferous trees.
 Clean all wood appliances and flue pipes after every cord of
wood burned.
 Burn only dry wood; the harder the species the better for heat
value and less creosote.
 Store wood away from your house, preventing additional
combustibility and varmints.
 Use candles in proper holders and do not leave unattended.
 Have an escape plan and practice for your family and guests.
Have an Annual Fire Drill – kids love it.
 Don’t burn outdoors if you can – try to compost or take to a
compost site. If you do burn, be prepared to control fire with
charged hoses and shovels, etc. You could be liable if you
damage someone else’s property.
Contact the Fire Department at 250-428-4321 during business
hours, if you need more information.

The Town of Creston is
partnering with local Rotary Clubs
to install outdoor gym equipment.
Over the years Rotary Clubs
have been instrumental in
providing volunteer hours and donations toward
park and playground development.
As part of an initiative to make our community a
healthier and more active place to live, the
Creston Valley Rotary Club will be installing
GreenGym™ equipment in Centennial Park
during the fall of 2012.
This initiative allows the Town to work with local
Clubs in implementing recommendations from the
Town's Greenways and Trails Master Plan on a
scale never before realized. The ability to partner
with community groups and work together to
achieve a specific outcome is an approach that
has become increasingly important over the past
years. By working together we can achieve a
highly concentrated and efficient effort that will
serve to benefit the community in the long term.

CAVELL ST. IMPROVEMENTS
This fall the Town of Creston will be undertaking
improvements to the Cavell Street and 10th
Avenue North intersection. Work will see the
installation of underground storm sewer,
relocation of power poles and intersection
improvements. Utility pole relocation is currently
underway with work starting mid-October on
storm sewer installation and road widening .
Minor detours can be expected throughout the
month of October and into early November.
Project clean-up, landscaping and
paving will be completed May 2013.

asphalt

TOILET REBATES
DID YOU KNOW . . .
People in British Columbia use more water than
almost anyone else in the world.
Come in and take advantage of our toilet rebate
program. Change out your old water-hungry unit
and replace with a new high efficient unit . . .
AND SAVE $50.
Application forms are available at Town Hall.
For more information, please phone
250-428-2214, ext. 233.

~~ Reminders ~~
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CHRISTMAS HOURS

UTILITIES AND TAXES
Outstanding Amounts
Reminders about outstanding tax
and utility (water/sewer) amounts
will be mailed in October.

Town Hall
will be closed for
the holidays on
December 24 - 26,
2012 and
January 1, 2013.

CHRISTMAS TREES /
LIGHTS
Christmas trees AND
Christmas lights will be
accepted for disposal at
the Regional District of
Central Kootenay landfill.
For more information, please
visit
their
website
at
www.rdck.bc.ca.

WOODSTOVE
EXCHANGE
For the remainder of 2012, the RDCK
continues to coordinate the regional
Wood Stove Exchange Program.
The program
offers residents of
the RDCK, which
includes local
municipalities, a
$350 incentive to
replace their old,
inefficient wood
stove with a new,
cleaner-burning
heating appliance.

For More Details Visit
http://www.rdck.bc.ca/publications/
pdf/WoodStoveExchange
_Brochure_2012-1.pdf

www.creston.ca

Unpaid utility charges for 2012 are
due on or before December 31,
2012. Amounts not paid by then will
be transferred to property taxes on
January 1, 2013, at which time they
will start accruing daily interest
charges until paid in full. Please
note, Town Hall will be closed
December 24 - 26, 2012.
Home Owner Grants
If you have not claimed your 2011
and/or 2012 Home Owner Grant(s),
come
to
Town
Hall
before
December 31, 2012 to fill out the
application(s). For more information,
please
call
Town
Hall
at
250-428-2214, ext. 0.
Property Tax Deferments
Property Tax Deferment is a lowinterest loan program that assists
qualifying homeowners in British
Columbia with paying the annual
property taxes on their principal
residences.
There are two tax deferment
programs:
 The Regular Program which is
for property owners who are 55
years or older, a surviving
spouse or a person with
disabilities as defined
by
regulation.
 The Family with Children
Program which is for property
owners who are financially
supporting, at the time of
application, a dependent child
who is under the age of 18.
The Town’s role is to help with the
application and payment process on
behalf of the provincial government.
Application forms are available at
Town Hall. For more information,
please contact Town Hall at
250-428-2214, ext. 236, or visit the
BC Ministry of Small Business and
Revenue website at
http://www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/
individuals/Property_Taxes/
Property_Tax_Deferment/ptd.htm

SNOW ZONE
Sidewalk Clearing
A reminder to all property
owners and occupiers that Town of
Creston Traffic Regulations Bylaw
No. 1546 requires that snow and
ice be removed before noon each
day on sidewalks adjacent to your
property. Thank you for doing your
part to ensure the safe passage of
pedestrians.

IF YOU NEED HELP
to remove your snow, consider
the following:




Licensed
snow
removal
services. Look online, in the
phone book or in the
newspaper.
Creston Valley Thunder Cats.
Known as the “Snow Cats”,
they provide a snow shovelling
service for donation. For more
information, please phone
Town Hall at 250-428-2214,
ext. 233.

Snow Removal Priorities
The Town’s Snow Removal
and Ice Control Policy
outlines priorities for how
snow will be cleared
effectively, while meeting budget
objectives. A copy of the Policy
and a Snow Route map, which
shows the priority rating of each
street within Town boundaries, is
available on our website.
Street Parking
Please ensure that parked
vehicles do not hamper snow
removal operations. Vehicles may
not be parked on any street for a
continuous period exceeding 24
hours, or they may be towed at the
owner’s expense.
Health Issues
The snow might hide
your droppings but only
temporarily. Please remind your
owners to scoop up – even in the
snow. Everyone will appreciate the
cleaner streets come springtime.

