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of December and the start of January. I
had the misfortune of being in a singlevehicle accident in Sirdar, and while
thankfully no one was hurt, my vehicle
was totalled.

Please feel free to stop by
Town Hall at 238-10th
Avenue North. We are open
for business Monday to
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., except for statutory
holidays.

Mayor’s Message

Town of Creston
238 - 10th Avenue N.
PO Box 1339
Creston, BC
V0B 1G0
Phone: 250-428-2214 ext. 0
Fax: 250-428-9164
Email: info@creston.ca

The first month of our new Town Council term began on December 1st at the
PCSS Auditorium. His Honour Judge
Don Carlgren, a good friend and fellow
PCSS grad, administered my oath as
Mayor, and the oaths of the three returning and three new Town Councillors.
I was also sworn in as an RDCK Director at the Inaugural RDCK Director’s
meeting on December 13th.

After hours emergency
phone: 250-428-3450
www.creston.ca

The snow started to fall, and the
temperature dropped, on December
12th, as I was heading to the RDCK
meetings with Director Kettle. The snow
fell steadily throughout the remainder

Mayor’s Office Hours
January and February
Monday
9AM to 4PM
Tuesday
9AM to 4PM
Thursday
9AM to 4PM

I am very much looking forward to
working with the team of community
leaders that make up our Town Council,
to move our community forward in
2009.
Mayor Ron Toyota
January, 2009

Creston Town Council,
December 2008
Back Row, Left to Right: Councillor Len Folkman, Councillor
Tanya Ducharme, Councillor
Judy Gadicke, Councillor Jerry
Schmalz.

The hours are subject to
change on occasion. Feel
free to call Town Hall to
confirm if the Mayor is in.
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Because of this incident, I have come to
realize a new respect for our entire Town
works department and the work that they
do to keep our roads clear. They work
many extra hours - often from midnight
to 8 a.m. - during a snowstorm. I have
received many phone calls and visits
from citizens who are concerned and
upset about snow removal, and I am
keeping a Snow Log of incidents and
concerns. This will be most helpful
when we review our snow clearing
policy, in order to plan for future
improvements.

Front Row, Left to Right: Councillor Joanna Wilson, Mayor Ron
Toyota, Councillor Wes
Graham.
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Town Hall at your
Fingertips!
The Town of Creston launched an official
Town website in December. Located at
www.creston.ca, the new site is
designed to be a virtual Town Hall, where
residents, business owners and visitors
can access frequently requested forms
and information.
Included on the new site are Council
minutes, agendas and meeting schedules,
information on bylaws, garbage and recycling, fire prevention, forms for subdivisions, zoning, development, building
permits and much more. Plans are already
underway to expand the services on the
site to include an e-government component, where utility and property taxes can
be paid on-line.
The new website is a not for profit, local
government site, operated by the Town of
Creston. It does not contain any advertising, or promote private business. Links
are included to other local sites, so

that interested web browsers can find out
more about Creston businesses and
services.
The Town project team worked with local
contractors to complete the project.
Circle Graphics, a web design company
whose portfolio includes several BC
municipalities and Regional Districts,
designed the site. Check out the new look
below.

Firefighter
Recruits
Wanted
Creston Fire Rescue is now accepting
applications for part-time, paid, on-call
Firefighter Recruits.
Prerequisites:
• Clean Driver’s Abstract;
• Minimum Class 5 Licence;
• No Criminal record - Record check
required;
• Physically Fit - Doctor’s medical

required and physical fitness test;
• Minimum 19 years of age;
• Resident of Creston;
• Three (3) Employment References;
• Two (2) Character References;
• Willingness to learn;
• Ability to work in team environment.
Assets:
• Air Brakes Endorsement;
• Class 3 or higher Licence;
• Previous firefighting experience.
You will learn new and exciting
skills in:

• Fire fighting & rescue;
• Emergency vehicle driving;
• Fire safety inspections;
• Fundraising and event coordination;
• Human resources;
• Information technology;
• Apparatus maintenance;
• Fire equipment maintenance;
• Media and Public Relations;
• Office Duties;
• Administrative functions;
• Fire fighter on-scene rehabilitation;
• Fire ground support to responders;
• Public education;
• Teaching and training.
Applications available for download
from www.creston.ca or stop by the
fire department.
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The Snow Report
The Creston Valley had more snow accumulation in the last week of December
and first week of January than usually
falls in two months! Town crews have
been working hard to keep the roads
clear. Priority is given to clearing roads
for first responders and emergency
vehicles. Bus routes, steep grade streets,
main roads and key intersections are a
priority as well. During periods of heavy
snowfall, or other extreme weather conditions, we ask for your patience, as crews
work to get to your area as quickly as
possible.

snow and ice from the sidewalks in
front of their houses;
- keep any fire hydrants on or near your
property clear of snow, so that they are
accessible to fire crews in case of an
emergency.
The Town is committed to maintaining a
balanced budget, and to providing costeffective, efficient service. Your cooperation and patience regarding the above
issues is much appreciated.

Snow Clearing
Math Quiz

You may find it helpful to dump snow
from your driveway to the left (facing
your home). In this way the snowplough
will hit only road snow and will not redeposit your shovelled snow back into your
driveway.
Anything I can do to help? Yes! Please:
- ensure that any cars parked on the
street after a snowfall are not there for
more than 24 hours. They may be
towed if they are hampering snow
removal operations;
- caution your children not to play in
the snow banks and snow piles, as
this could lead to a potentially
dangerous situation;
- remember that there is a Town bylaw
that requires residents to clear the

che ck

out

Town Council and Staff were on hand
to receive the Cavell St. Grant from
FortisBC. Left to right: Councillor
Ducharme; Doyle Sam, Vice-President
of Engineering and Operations, Fortis
BC; Councillor Schmalz; Capital
Works Coordinator Joanne Peters;
Councillor
Wilson;
Councillor
Graham; Fortis employee Todd Heric;
Councillor Folkman.

Grant in Aid

If it takes one snowplough 3 minutes to
clear one driveway, how many hours
would it take to clear all of the 2500
driveways in Town limits?
The answer is 125 hours, or about 15 x 8
hour shifts. This is, unfortunately, why
the Town is not able to clear driveways,
even though the ploughs do block driveways with snow when they go by.
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Please keep sidewalks clear of snow
and ice. Also, please be aware that
cars parked on the street after a snowfall can hamper snow removal.

Cavell St. Grant
The Town of Creston recently received a
grant of $15,000 from FortisBC through
the Aesthetic Upgrade Program. The
funds will be used toward upgrades to
Cavell Street. “The Town of Creston is in
completion stages of Phase 1 of the
Cavell Street upgrade project and one of
the major costs of Phase 1 was relocating
power poles. FortisBC’ community
support is sincerely appreciated,” Mayor
Toyota said recently. New, higher poles
were installed, resulting in a much
cleaner look along the street.

our

website

The Town Grant-in-Aid policy is in place
to ensure a fair and transparent process
for the many eligible groups that apply
for grants every year. Grants are issued to
non-profit organizations, and preference
is given to applications from local groups.
Council will advertise for submissions in
February, and 90% of all funds budgeted
for the year will be allocated from the
submissions received. The remaining
10% of budgeted funds will be dispersed
throughout the year, as approved by
Council.
Grants in Aid were given to the
following organizations in 2008:

Adam Robertson Elementary School
(Grade 5 Field Trip)
BC Seniors Games - E.K. Zone 7
Creston Community Radio Society
CDSCL Therapeutic Riding Program
CV Blossom Festival Association
CV Development Authority
CV Fest
PCSS Sr. Girls Soccer Team
Quilts for Kids
1746 RCAC Army Cadets
Creston & District Chamber of Commerce
Creston Arts Council
Creston Judo Club
Addiction Recovery Centre
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Water and Sewer
Utilities
Water and sewer utility invoices have
been mailed. If you have not received
yours, please give us a call. This year,
sewer rates have increased by 2%, and
water rates have increased by 6%. You
will receive a 10% discount on your bill if
it is paid by the end of January.

Council Updates

Business Licence
Renewal
Business Licence fees are now due for
2009. Please give us a call at Town Hall if
you have not received your renewal
notice. If you are starting, expanding or
relocating a business within Town limits,
you will need a valid business licence.
Stop by Town Hall for more information,
or find details, and a printable
application form, on our website at
www.creston.ca.

Community Complex
Update

For Dogs Only
We ask all Creston dogs to walk your
owners by Town Hall to have them renew
your pet licence for 2009. Your owners
can also renew by mail, if that is easier for
them – just remember to walk them by the
mail box to send in the notice. Town staff
will send the new tags by return mail.

Christmas Tree
Disposal
The Regional District of Central Kootenay is collecting Christmas Trees free of
charge. Just drop your tree off in the bin,
which is located in the parking lot of the
Community Complex, close to 19th
Avenue. The bin will be available until
January 26th.
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In order to promote local shopping,
Council has approved free parking at all
metered parking spaces on Saturdays, on
a trial basis throughout 2009.
Council is in the process of amending the
Council Procedures Bylaw, to change the
day and times of Council Committee of
the Whole and Council Meetings. This
will likely be in place by the first part of
February. Watch for updated schedules in
local media, and on our website at
www.creston.ca.
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Construction on improvements to the
Creston and District Community Complex are ongoing. Local contractors
began pouring the first four sheets for the
new curling rink in January, after which
they will pour the walkways and lay the
rubber flooring. Look for regular
updates
on
the
project
at
www.rdck.bc.ca/cdccupdate.

Community programs are ongoing during
con-struction. Pick up a copy of the
Winter 2009 Leisure Guide to find out
what is happening at the Community
Complex this winter!

Property Tax
Deferment for
Financial Hardship
The provincial government has recently
announced that its Property Tax Deferment Program will be temporarily available to homeowners who are facing
financial hardship due to recent global
economic events.
Homeowners must have 15% equity in
their homes and attest that they are experiencing financial hardship due to the
economic crisis. More details on how to
apply will be released by the provincial
government before tax notices are issued
in May 2009. This program will be available for 2009 and 2010.
The Property Tax Deferment Program for
home owners 55 years of age or older,
and for people with disabilities, continues
to be available for residents of British
Columbia. To be eligible, you must have
at least 25% equity in your home, based
on assessed values. The complete lists of
eligibility criteria for both programs are
available at www.sbr.gov.bc.ca.
The Town’s role is to help with the application and payment process, on behalf of
the provincial government.

Kudos!
The Town of Creston would like to acknowledge the contribution of two local citizens, who
recently assisted the Town. Tom Chernoff - With the recent snowfall, Tom took it upon
himself to clear at least 20 Town fire hydrants of snow, providing better access for Emergency
Service crews and adding to the safety of Town residents. Del Campbell - On December
22, 2008, when the Town experienced a major water line break on Pine Street and 19th
Avenue, Mr. Campbell used his own equipment to divert water away from private property.
Both of these gentlemen provided their services voluntarily and for this the Town of Creston
wishes to acknowledge their dedication to the community.
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