S P R I N G

Mayor’s Message
The process of revitalizing downtown Creston
has begun! Council is grateful to the provincial
government, and the Hon. Ida Chong, Minister
of Community Services, for the recent announcement of a $125,000 Spirit Square Grant. This
assistance will help build an area where festivals
and events can be hosted and enjoyed by both
residents and visitors alike. This will be a much
needed celebration space in our downtown core.
Council extends its sincere appreciation to
the users of the Cook Street parking lot for their
patience and understanding during the reconstruction of the area. This portion of the downtown
revitalization project will see more trees and green
space, which will enhance the downtown core.
Work is on schedule with the parking lot being
open to the public again in the very near future.
In the meantime, please remember that
local businesses rely on your commerce. Statistics
Canada shows an almost 30% increase in cross-

border shopping last year. Please shop locally and
support our merchants. - Mayor Joe Snopek

All Aboard!
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new buses in the past year from BC Transit. The
new buses have allowed the Transit System to
expand and serve more valley residents.
More information about the bus service
can be found at Bahamas General Store, Kootenay
Employment Services, or Town Hall, or by calling
428-5533.

Creston is too small for a bus service – right?
The Creston Valley Transit System wants you to
think again. The transit system currently operates
three services to Creston residents: a fixed-route
service, which is available to all valley residents;
a door to door service for the disabled; and a
twice-weekly route to Cranbrook to take Creston
residents to medical appointments. The Cranbrook
bus also makes stops downtown and at the mall
after driving passengers to their appointments. All
of the routes have reasonable fares. For example,
the cost of a one-way ticket to Cranbrook is $2.50.
The buses operate throughout the Valley,
Monday-Friday 8AM-4PM. The Cranbrook run
One of two new buses that are now in service in
operates every Tuesday and Thursday, and the
the Creston Valley. The Creston Valley Transit
Wynndel run is on Mondays and Fridays only.
Creston was fortunate to receive two brand Service welcomes all Valley residents aboard!

Two Recent Funding
Announcements in Creston

Canyon Street – Open for Business
Town crews have begun work on upgrades to
the Cook Street parking lot. While the lot may
be closed for construction, please remember that
downtown businesses are open and ready to serve
you! Council reminds you to support our local
businesses, as we begin work on downtown.
The adjacent lot on the east side of Cook
St. is open for free parking, and meter parking is
available on Canyon Street and side streets. The
Cook Street lot will be available for use on a temporary basis in late March, for several weeks.

Recreation Complex Update
The planned upgrades to the Creston Community
Complex received a boost recently, with the announcement of an additional $2 million in federal
and provincial funding. MP Jim Abbott and Bill
Bennett, MLA, East Kootenay, were on hand January 22 to announce the new funding through the
Canada-BC Municipal Rural Infrastructure Program. “The renovated Creston and District Community Complex will be expanded…to help meet
the growing needs of this vibrant community,” said
Abbott.
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Acting Mayor Wes Graham and MP Jim Abbott
share the good news – $2 million in funding
toward the new and improved Rec Centre!

BC Spirit Square Program Funding
East Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett brought more
good news to town when he announced $125,000
of provincial funding toward the building of a celebration space in downtown Creston. The new funds
will come through the BC Spirit Square program,
which encourages communities to celebrate what
is special about their community. Creston’s Spirit
Square will be located on the 100 block of 11th
Ave. Sidewalks will be widened, landscaping and
public art will be installed, and removable bollards
will be put in place to close the intersection to traffic during events, festivals, and parades.
“The residents of Creston have actively participated in the planning and design of their Spirit
Square,” said Bennett. Nancy Pridham, a member of the Downtown Steering Committee, added,
“This is a fabulous addition to the work that our
community has done.”

Community Housing Society

East Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett and Mayor Joe
Snopek unveil the Creston Spirit Square sign.

As a result of last fall’s Community Housing
Forum, a group of concerned citizens have come
together and are in the process of forming the
Creston Valley Community Housing Society. The
group is in the process of applying to BC Housing for funding for a needs assessment. This will
help the Society to set priorities for community
housing in Creston, whether it be housing for
seniors, for the mentally handicapped, for those
on income assistance, or other people with housing needs not met by the housing market. For
more information on this initiative, please contact
Town Hall at 428-2214.

Important
Phone Numbers:

Green Zone
Small Change – Big Impact

911 Emergency – Ambulance, Police, Fire

With most large stores selling reusable cloth shopping bags for around $1.00, now is a great time to
switch from plastic bags. A few facts to consider:

Local:
Town Hall 428-2214
Service BC (formerly Government Agent) 428-3211
Creston & District Community Complex (Rec Centre)
428-7127
Post Office 428-4615
Public Health 428-3873
Creston Transit and Handi-Bus 428-5533
Safe Home Crisis Line (24hr) 428-6856
Landfill 1 800 667-4321 Tues-Sat 9AM-4PM
Ray’s Garbage 428-9887

• Approximately 4 to 5 trillion plastic bags are
manufactured each year;
• Worldwide, about 1 million bags per minute are
used;
• Several hundred thousand seabirds and mammals die per year from ingesting plastic bags;
• It takes 1000 years for a plastic bag to biodegrade.

Non-Emergency Numbers:
Police 428-9313
Fire Hall 428-4321
Ambulance 428-8999
Creston Valley Hospital 428-2286

Coming Soon – Plastic Recycling!
The RDCK is currently looking at options for
bringing mixed plastic recycling to East Zone residents from Riondel to Yahk. Look for notices in
the coming months in local media, or keep an eye
out for announcements on the RDCK website at
www.rdck.bc.ca.
Did You Know?

A cashier at the Creston Overwaitea fills a reusable cloth bag for a customer. Overwaitea has
seen a dramatic increase in the use of cloth bags
over the past few months. Pharmasave and Extra
Foods are two other stores that carry store brand
reusable cloth bags.

Recycling one glass jar saves enough energy to
power a light bulb for four hours? If you throw an
aluminum can out your car window, it will still be
littering the earth 500 years later? Glass, mixed
paper, cardboard, metal cans, and plastic milk jugs
can be recycled in the yellow bins at the Creston
Community Complex. Visit the RDCK website
for more recycling facts at www.rdck.bc.ca.

Regional:
Regional District 1 800 268-7325
BC One Call 1 800 474-6886 (Call before you dig)
Terasen Gas 1 888 224-2710
School District #8 (250) 352-6681
Provincial:
Enquiry BC 1 800 663-7867
MLA, Corky Evans, call Enquiry BC at 1 800 663-7867 and
ask to be connected
Ministry of Employment & Income Assistance 1 866 277-9914
Federal:
MP, Jim Abbott 1 800 668-5522
Canada Pension Plan / Old Age Security 1 800 277-9914

Not a Resident of the Town of Creston?

Snow removal: Please call Yellowhead Road & Bridge at
428-7606.
Animals at large: Please call PAWS (Pet Adoption and
Welfare Society) at 428-7297.
Building Inspection: Please call the RDCK Building
Inspector at 428-5717.

Notices and Announcements
Spring Cleaning
Street Sweeping – Coming Soon!
The Town’s brand new street sweeper is ready
to start cleaning up the leftover sand from this
winter’s heavy snowfall. The exact start date is
weather dependent – conditions need to be dry,
above freezing, and the snowbanks need to have
melted back to the curb – but Town crews are
hoping to start their spring cleaning around the
second week of March.
Take Pride in Your Community
The Community Pride Committee is planning
its annual spring cleanup day on Saturday, May
10, from 9AM-Noon. Meet at the Canyon Street
walk-through and help get downtown tidied up
for the Blossom Festival Parade. For more information, contact Town Hall at 428-2214 ext. 226.
Spring Garbage Cleanup
Town Crews will be out collecting compostable
yard waste, such as tree-prunings, garden rubbish, and other compostable articles from the yard
that are not picked up during regular collection.
Spring collection will take place on May 6, 7, &
8, 2008, on the same day as your regular garbage
pick-up. Tree or bush trimmings should be cut

into three (3) foot lengths and wrapped in bundles.
Grass clippings, leaves, etc., must be in dumpable
containers (garbage cans). Please keep all compostable material separate from household garbage and place at the curb for pick-up. For more
information, give us a call at 428-2214 ext. 0.
Burning Permits
Open burning is allowed during the month of
April – with a permit. Permits are issued for one
week and burning is limited to two hours at a time.
Fires must not be larger than 2 square metres and
there must be a minimum of 5 metres from buildings, fences, or any other combustible structure or
object. Some other regulations and a fee do apply.
Please stop by Town Hall or the Fire Department
between April 1 and 30 to purchase a permit, or
give us a call at 428-2214 ext. 0 for more information.

Business Licenses
Please remember that License fees are past due for
2008. If you are starting a new business, or expanding or relocating an existing business within Town
limits, you will need a business license. Please stop
by Town Hall for more information on the license
application process, or call 428-2214.
Are You a Volunteer?

All volunteers in the community are invited to attend the annual Volunteer Social at the Community Complex, Sunday, April 13, from 2-4PM. The
Community Pride Committee, along with the Recreation Centre Staff and Kootenay Employment
Services will be hosting this year’s event as a way
to say a heartfelt thank you to the many volunteers
who do so much for our community. There is no
cost for this fun event, which is a great way to socialize, get to know other volunteers, and visit with
friends. Refreshments will be served; there will
For Dogs Only
Creston dogs are asked to remind their owners be door prizes, a slide show and a fashion show,
to scoop up! Don’t let your humans leave home hosted by the Hospice Society. Come, enjoy, and
let us show our appreciation for your community
without a bag, a spare, and one to share. Remind
involvement. See you there!
them to keep the streets clean for everyone out
walking, and the parks clean for everyone to play
in – whether on four legs or two!

